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HENRY AND KEZIA 
ELIZABETH RUSSELL CLUFEF 


Henry Cluff, the 10th child of David and 
Betsey or Elizabeth Hall Cluff, was born 
15 Feb. 1843 in Nauvoo, Hancock Co., Ili- 
nois. Henry was four years old when his 
family was driven from Nauvoo but he 
vividly remembered the persecution of the 
Saints. He moved west with his parents 
and as a youth remembered the travels and 
hardships experienced by the family and 


the Saints. In the fall of 1850 the family 
came to Utah, settling in Provo. In 1862 he 
learned the cabinet trade with his brothers. 
In 1864 he went back to Missouri for immi- 
grants. He took an active part in the Black 
Hawk War and later Indian troubles which 
occurred in the early settlement of Utah. On 
9 Nov. 1865 at the early age of 22 he mar- 
ried Kezia Elizabeth Russell. In 1871 he 
moved to the Cluff's ranch near Keetley. 
He gave his attention to farming and stock- 


raising. He and his brother Joseph made 
iter Joseph made _ 


Henry Cluff, the subject of this Biography “— porn in Nau- 
yoo, IIl., Feb. L5tn, 1845, the ninth in a family of twelve sons 
and one ‘daughter. uo was the son of David Cluff, who was born 
Sine 20, 1795, in Nottingham, hockingham County, New Hampshire, 
Us ‘Se, and Betsy Re Elizabeth Hall, daughter of Moses and Luoy : 
Hall of Canada. From tuis marriage there was an issue of Twelve 
Sons and one aachter Lavina, the oldest, was born at Shipton 
Aea Cot. 17, l824; David uks born July 29, 1826, at Durna. 
O. New Hampshire; Moses was born at Durham, N. H, Feb. D 
Bénjamin was born in Durham, Mar. oth, 1830, William We in Mar. - 

- 8th, 1832, in Willoughby, Ohio, Joseph in Willoughby, Jan. ll, 
1834; Harvey Ha wie Dorn in Kirtland, Ohio, Jan. 9, 1836, Sam- 
uei. Se in Kirtland, Ohio, Sept, 1837, Hyrum in Nauvoo, Ill., 
April 19, 1641, Henry in Nauvoo, Ill., Feb. 15th, 1843, Alfred 
in Nauvoo, Ill., Nov. l, 1844, Orson at Pisgah, Iowa, Aug. 1847, 
Jerry was born at Provo, Utah, April 20th, 1856 

$ Altho Father Cluff was but four years of age when his par-. 
' ents with the ` main body of the Latter Day Saints were driven 
from their homes in Nauvoo they had helped to make beautiful, 
he has & vivid recollection of hardships the members of the 
"church underwent before Tevi for Utah. - Among. those recol- 
Jaotiois and one thet imprints itself jnaaatbly” a his msmory 
Was the: maxtydom of the prophet Joseph Smith and his brother 
Hyrum. Due to his large family for whom he had to provide and 
tae lack of means grandfather Cluff did not arrive in Utah with 
the main body: of. Sainte. Pisga, Lowa, was noe See stopping 
place of, the, family, Council Bluffs was the next, reached, Care 


terville, on Woequito Creek, was their next. In ‘each of these 


This copy. made airs engi iain) throush a enurteny 
of the Netionst o! eae Ge te Gr 
UTAH FIOPESSRS, ma 4 be ioc: < 


PR E O 
ef R O prieta. teri 
monetary gain. 


SG ee. 


Y . l l 4 ` l A2 


i 


places tney built homes, planted and. harvested crops and re- 


l 
cruited themselves so they could continus their journey on to 


Utah. the fumily of Cluffe gaod Hyrum Sweat, who married the 

only daughter, arrived at Salt Lake on the 3rd day of October, | 
1850 with Bishop Hunter's Company. Their stay oe of brief dur 
ation in Salt Lake City, they moved. to Provo where they built | 


ë honie Heii of the New Fort. They lived here until the dha 


“ble with Indians had suvsided a little, pather Cluff being, one 


of the first families to move out of the Fort. ain ordex to keep 


his Large family employed he took up many acres of Land at the 


base of Temple Hill, about a mile east of the Fort. Henry and l 
three of kis brothers then took up caoinet wark whioh tusy did 
at spure times. In 1864 ather vas called to go baok to tha 
Missouri River to bring emigrants. He left Provo on the 26th 

of April in company with John R. Twelves, Benjamin Haws, Zenog 
Pratt, Joseph Beesaly, Oscar Wilkins and William Brown of Provo, 
they: exch drove two yolk of oxen or wild aterse This jouzney 


Oe 
would make a history of itself. Ox one of their camping grounds 


while dej were Jook around tney were horrified at the terii- 


ble spectacle which net their gaze. There anong the brush lay 


skeletons of men, women and children who had bsen slein by the 


-merciless indians supposed to be the victoms of the Bapbit Mas- 


gacre which had occurred some time previously. The company 
reached the Missouri River in safety without snoountering the 
hostile indiuns. The amigrants whom they expected tò convey to 
Utah were camped at Wyoming, a station on the bank of the river. 
After recuperating the teams a few days they loaded provisions, 


and men, Wome ane ‘children in tne wagons and the Homeward jour 
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ney commenced. The emigrant train consisted of 65 wagons with 
a teamstoer and four yolk of oxen to each wagon and about six 
hundred emigrants. Joseph kK. Rawlins of Draper, Utah, was chief 
captain. ‘They were five monthe making this trips 

On his return hone father courted end married a young Eng- 

Lish girl by the name of Kezzia E. Russell, daugnter of Richard 
end Hannan Uridexhill Kussell. She was born Jan. 12, 1844, in 
Vedburry, Gloustershire, England, who had czossed the plains in the 
company preceding the Joseph R. Rawlins Company. She buried her | 
father on the plains near Pole Creek near the Missouri River, her 
motner having died just previous to their leaving England, she was 
left to continue tie journey with her four sisters and one brother. 
She and fatner were merried on the Yth of November, 1865, in Proyo, 
Jogeph W. Flemming officinted, they were later sealed together in 
the endowment House et Salt Lake City. Tney built ew little home 
on Ord North and Srd Hast in Provo and the house. is still standing. 
Three of their children were born in this house. 

Father,* Likes mest of his brothers aspired to the stege and he 
impersonated Many pnigue Gheracters in early day dramatics, his first.- 
effort being John Morwun in a pley entitied"Missourl persecutions" 
The Noy oenance was given in "Beil's Folly", 20 called because the 
peorle thought it foliy fur Er. bell to build an smusement hall so 
far away from tha sattlement, the Hail oeing locavod ut 6th west and 
48% north street. In 1060 Clutr's lath was built and served as the 
principle playhouse of tne city for some time, tnais Aall was built 
py the Clurf brotners. I have heard father say that at the time they 


commenced pbuilding this hall the cluff brothers could not have raised 


$25.00 petween them. 


o> 


4 
In 1866 and 1867 tne Blackhawk War broke out. Father Cluff 
served as lieutenant in Company C. He also aided in building a 
twelve foot cobble rock wall ewround the block between University 
Avenue, first east and center and First north streets, this he 
says, accounts for the rest number of cobble rocks scattered a- 
vould the surface of that biook. The wall wan built for protechton. 


DREM 


of the settlers when it was announced that Johnson's army was com- 
ing to Utah. . . 

In 1872 the Cluff brothers, including father, having taken up s+“ 
several hundrea acres of Land in wagatch County moved there and 
in 1873 the cther boys getting tired of the long cold winters sold 
their shares in the ranch to father where he and mother resided 
many YRRERS., Tke first few years their struggles were many « Yother 
bore eight children at this ranch with only the care of a midwife. 
At the organization of the Elkhorn branch of the Latter Lay Saint 
Church in 1878, Father was called end aot apart as ‘the presiding 
Hider. He served two terms as Justice of the Peaos in the Elkhorn 
District. in 8999 the Elkhorn Branch was promoted to a Ward. Fath- 
er was canned a Bishop under the hands of Apostle Francis M. Ly- 
xen and Abraham Hatch, President of the Wasatch Stake of Zion at 
that time. In 1900 Father was elected County Commasienes of 
Wasatch County on the Democrat ticket. For seventeen years he acte 
ed as school trustee and served as musical direotor in Elkhorn. 
He was also Superintendant of the. Sunday School in his Ward from 
1872 to 1878 inclusivo. 

in 1900 father, mother and the a a ntill remaining with 


them moved back to Provo where ne built & home at fifth Rast and 
240 tiorth. . 
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Father and mother lived happy, useful lives. They were the 
parents of eleven children, nine of whom are still Living as fol- 


lows: 


Ada Lenora Moulton, Springville. 
Lillie H. Hardman, Woodland, Utah. 

_ Henry Russell, Heber City, Utaha 

_ Evalyn MoDoneld, Provo, Utan. 
Charles Richard, Provo, Utah. 
Nellie YWoolstennulme, Victor, Iduno. 

William David Cluff, Provo, Utan. 

Hy: um Frederick, Ocean Park, Calis 
John Ras Victor, Idaho. 


Father, like most of his scestoxs: lived to be a zood old 


ags. At his death January 16, 1931, he only lacked a few days of 
being 88 years old. | 


At his death he was living in the Fifty Ward at Provo and 


hip services were held in the ward chapel where bishop W. O. Facer 


presided. Glowing tributes to the exemplary life and character of 
natra vere paid by the following speakers: Paetråzreh J. B. Keeler, 
Dr. ‘Amos N. “Merrill and Mr. Jos. Mecham. Hig favorite song "Oh 

my Father". vas rendered by a male quartet. Bishop Albert Mabey ` 
pronounced benediction and the grave at the Provo Cemetary was. 
dedicated by Thaddeus Cluff. a l 


Mother preceded father in death sixteen years, they both hav- 


ing died on the 16tn of January. 


Father and most of his brothers took a great interest in gene- 


ology, tneir ancestors are now traced in a direct descent twelve 
zeneretions. A John. Clough who came to America from London, £ng- 
land, in ths ship Elizabeth, in 1685, was the first to come to a- 
merica. Iie wns born in 1613. Scarcely any ancestor -so far emoi 
has died undex 80 years of ase. 


Father" a l2 brothers all but David lived to be over Jĝ, and 


they died in rotation, as they were borne 


